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Suffolk to Host Beginner Farm Finance & Conservation Seminar  

SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA (September 9, 2025) — The City of Suffolk Economic Development 

Department, in partnership with Virginia Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry, Matt Lohr, will 

host Beginner Farm Finance & Conservation Planning on Thursday, September 25, 2025, 

from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Hilton Garden Inn Riverfront. 

This one-day seminar is designed to support new and beginning farmers in Virginia. With the 

average age of Virginia farmers currently at 59, the need to prepare and equip the next 

generation of producers has never been greater. 

The seminar will bring in experts from Farm Credit, First Bank and Trust, and local community 

banks who work with agricultural producers to discuss credit scores, what a strong business 

plan looks like, and practical steps to position new farmers for success. 

In addition to financial literacy, the event will also highlight conservation practices. 

Representatives from Virginia Cooperative Extension, USDA’s Natural Resources 

Conservation Service, and the Farm Service Agency will share resources and strategies to 

help beginning farmers balance profitability with sustainability. 

The seminar is part of a series that has been replicated across the Commonwealth, with 

sessions drawing strong participation from new and aspiring farmers. The Suffolk event will 

provide local producers with direct access to agricultural lenders, government agencies, and 

technical experts committed to supporting Virginia’s agricultural future. 

Event Details: 

What: Beginner Farm Finance & Conservation Planning Seminar 

When: Thursday, September 25, 2025 | 9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

Where: Hilton Garden Inn Riverfront, Suffolk, VA 

Who Should Attend: New and beginning farmers, aspiring agricultural producers, and those 

interested in accessing financing and conservation planning resources 

 

Registration: https://yessuffolk.com/incentives/event-signup-farming/ 

 

mailto:jmoore@suffolkva.us
https://yessuffolk.com/incentives/event-signup-farming/


For questions, please contact: 

Julia Hillegass, Agricultural Specialist 

757-514-4044 | jhillegass@suffolkva.us 
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