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From The Mayor

Dearr' Friehdéﬁ and Colleagues,

As we look back on 2025 and all the year brought to Suffolk,
we are reminded of the continued commitment many longtime -
- businesses have made to our communit

y. From modest beginnings
to continued expansions and investments, many businesses,

some of which are our largest employers, remain committed to
supporting Suffolk’s residents, and fellow businesses. A8,

In this year’s Economic Activity Report, we feature a few of these
longtime Suffolk businesses, as well as highlight the many other
noteworthy accomplishments our city had over the past year.

-Mayor Michael D. “Mike” Duman -

Celebrating Generations
of Suffolk Businesses

At its facility built in 1997, Solenis p_rodduscttiisalspemalty
chemicals for water treatment ar.md in rue e
lications. Serving custo.me.rs in mo e
igsntries, the Suffolk facility |Ss 2{1 kgg/ igsl(i)n ‘a;le spting
these essential chemicals. Solenl .
;];7 million to expand the pl.ant, addlrwt%lr\eeJ\c/\(/) =
production capabilities and infrastruc

growing demands.

Suffolk City Council Members

Janet Days

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT

Janet Days, Director N
imyer, Assistant Directo

Deanna Tr :
Terry Smith, Senior Business
pevelopment Manager

nt
Erin Dears, Business Developme

Manager W

Julia Hillegass, Agricultural Specialis
u A

Chris Briardy, Grants and Incentive

Manager |
Sheena ldlette, Ecopomlc
pevelopment Associate
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L to R: John Rector, Suffolk
Borough; LeOtis Williams,

~ Whaleyville Borough; Ebony
Wright, Sleepy Hole Borough;
‘Michael Duman, Mayor;

-Lue Ward, Jr., Vice Mayor,
Nansemond Borough: Timothy

. Johnson, Holy Neck Borough;

- Leroy Bennett, Cypress
Borough; Shelley Butler Barlow,
Chuckatuck Borough.
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2025 ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Welsey King, Chairman,
Cypress Borough

Anthony Harper, Vice-Chairman,
Whaleyville Borough

———
Wesley King
B.J. Willie, Secretary-Treasurer,

At-Large Representative
Sean Banks, Nansemond Borough
Carly Bosco, Sleep Hole Borough

Karima Lockwood, Chuckatuck
Borough

Justin Nelson, Holy Neck Borough
William Webb IIl, Suffolk Borough
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Since 1955, Lipton has operated g
1 the largest tea Processing facility
in the U.S. right here in Suffolk. 3
In 2025, Lipton celebrated its
70th anniversary in Suffolk
with a $15 million investment
to upgrade the plant, including
new equipment and modernized
production lines. The expansive

¥

- facility blends, packages, and .::
=

enjoyed by people nationwide. g
O e R e e

3
5
f:
i
5
2
i ships millions of bags of tea

— s

Established i )
largest community
location, TowneBan

n 1999, TowneBank has become one of Vi|§|gljss
;oanks. Starting with on: Hasrgpbt::ki:g dess
' than

k now operates more Sy

bank recently cele . .

Commonwealth. The : : S g

thrt%ughr??vte:::ry and completed a merger with Old Point Fi _
37th an

further expanding its network.
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. Recent Expansion of Business
Healthcare S - >,  Parks and Commercial |
Continues Strong ‘N Bon = Centers Spur Growth
GI"OWth e~ ENEEEED e b ]

Retail & Business
New eateries and retail shops,

m including Chipotle, Queen Nails &
Spa, and First Watch, are enhancing
and expanding shopping and dining
options in Suffolk.

Office & Professional Spaces
Modern office developments
positioned along key business
corridors are attracting desirable
professional services, expanding

, N | Driving Economic local business opportunities.
d — Tt L SO 2T R TR T
al Center expande Growth and Local
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ur View Medic

- _foot facility in the -4 L Job Creation

' : ith a new 98,000-square . s /éﬁ;q - Loca
in 28§3r\l\\l/|iew area, significantly boosting Sugr?é‘;: Business Success Equals More Employment
Har lthcare capacity and development inves = | et ilonal Ercwthiat
s | %2 1! i - T | B suffolk directly translates into

the creation of new jobs and
advancement opportunities,
benefitting residents and
businesses alike.

98,000 Square-Foot Facility
The expansion added a state-of-
the-art medical center, enhancing

access to care for Suffolk’s growing
population.

18 Private Patient Rooms
The expansion also introduced 18
modern, private patient rooms,
providing a comfortable and healing
‘ environment for patients.

Dining & Services
The increased variety of available
dining options and service-oriented
businesses boost convenience for
residents and visitors and drive
economic growth in Suffolk’s
commercial corridors.

Investment in Infrastructure
Supports Modernization
Suffolk’s industry growth and

e et Increased Commercial Activity

PS ting- . ’ - ) L iy~ L
The new facility features fL?iur Zgj witgh With continued growth in suffolk's  as expanding community amenities is
edge operating rolomS,tequggort a wide commercial sector, ner\; an?"t o directly supported by key investments
advanced technology o ® expanding businesses benetit It in local infrastructure, such as
range of surgical procedures. greater access to both customers transportation, energy, water, and
and a growing market. broadband, among others.
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The City of Suffolk continues to welcome new and
expanding businesses that Create jobs, invest in

our community, and enhance the quality of life for

residents and visitors. The Salty Shell "

A unique local shop offering |
gifts, art, and home decor
with coastal charm and

hometown hospitality.

L B Transnational Foods '
s , A major expansion into nearly

' 360,000 square feet to better
= serve customers across the u.s.,
I - while also making a significant

‘/
investment in Suffolk. r i

|
StayAPT Suites :
This extended-stay hotel
brings modern amenities
and convenience to Suffolk, : P - ! | ,
supporting both business A | cliidete o B ' —— -
and leisure travelers. N : ;

§
i

AJ’s Downtown Dogs

Brlnging a fun mix of culinary flair and
nosfcglgna to Downtown Suffolk with a
delicious menu of gourmet hot dogs.

u“‘ :
il

o

m

_—u

Golden Luxe Arena

A premier entertainment venue :
ting, an arcade, an _

Harbor Freight

featuring roller ska ; o \ LAty R
| de.a e than 7,500 qualit
jump park, des%nfudnt?h?«:rr;%gve 2 Chase Bank L / \ tools and products to Suf?olk ;
_together tarels ¢ ;l _friendly Expanding financial services ! ke e S U
experiences in a %m y R In Suffolk and investing in the SORER Aterdledtst
environment. . - success of individuals and ] .

businesses. e

Bon Secours " | | ,
Women’s Imaging \\ b
Center —
Adding specialized :
diagnostic care ’
tajlored for womens
health using advanced
equipment in a
welcoming, modern
space.

Eastern Adult Day Center
Offering compassionate gdglt

day care for older adults in a “
welcoming environment. _ 3

_ -
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Getting Creative
with Warehouse

Space

Supporting Residents
via Affordable Housing

Suffolk continues to grow as a
hub for innovative warehouse and
'industrial developments.

Bw!dmg off the first phase of the Peanut Crossi
project completed in 2021, which revitalized theng
former Suffolk Peanut Company historic site, the
secqu phase has recently begun and includ’es th
addition qf 90 income-restricted units as part of -
the adaptive-reuse apartment complex. This most
recent expansion aims to support midd.le—incom:

residents by reservi i
' Ng units based on
median income. . local area

Growing the Local
Talent Pool

_— ’_ i
feenyite, Northiat; .(t;ommerce The Camp Community College Workfc?rf:el
Cer'\te.r hasf o e ; f| zt rint Trades and Innovation Center has ofﬁmalz
eei s dlstrl'butl]ccm to hiphugiqt opened in suffolk to strengthen the talen
e-s s’trateglc ef o = . pipeline for the maritime, mfrastrucfcur&
suffolk’s adaptability ‘n'd'f it [Ogistics/warehousing, and other skilled
T Kl Sougr trade-dependent industries.

status as a key hub for industrial

growth.

et ) r
n Shou\de
e space ! . i
warehous i
ill Business park has been e
Hi
s . cuit diverse tenan

trad'\t'\onaL \og‘snf\i‘smesses-
serv'\ce—or'\ented

Flexible

e

$1,259,363
I Repurposed Spaces Total Vol O e 202
smm Warehouse spaces Grant A %
B transformed for logistics,
service-oriented businesses,
and recreational uses.

Adapting to Demand
Flexible approach to
warehouse development
strengthens Suffolk’s position
for diverse business needs.

-‘““*
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gl . :
These efforts support local
farmers, small businesses,
and future generations,

ensuring ag remains a key
driver of the local economy.

i‘m

WNTO "

2 > i ntown ONE DAY ONE DOWNTOWN | .

‘UC proving FES §  so Many Experiences. Agriculture Maintains
U Forward downtownsuffolkva.com Deep Roots in the :

et/ / ~ Community

dership Established the Arts & Cultural
ve economic vitality and /
ort creative businesses. |

City Council Lea
District in October 2025 to dri

introduced a new grant to supp
Downtown Advi . {
Visory Committee (2025) Advises City

Council on downtown icy;
diatrict comaon policy; helped shape the WATCH

WATCH, Inf:. Newly formed nonprofit partnering
W|th‘the City to activate the district through
public art and placemaking.

Downtown Businesses Provide goods and services
while shaping the identity and daily energy of r/

A new promotio
nal logo &
1\:/\P/]as launched, highlighting
e local commitment to
agriculture.

1; downtown. ]
Artists & Creatives Central to the district— /

. . . . ‘/ . b

|torla;lr;seiormlng spaces into vibrant, engaging y ;n 2025, the City advanced

P £ el Y ot = range of initiatj
I ves to h
. 3 eacC
Strengthen the sector F_ducatlonal ger;nr:jars Saonudrcoeustr
ed re

programs provi :
on farming, forestry, fmanc.e,
agritourism, and conservation.

and support it
s long-

Building Downtown Momentum | et

Public Infrastructure Investment

« New Library anticipated openin

. Seaboard Station Railroad Muse
summer 2026

. Start of Historic Ph

g July 2026 |
um reopening |

-

oenix Bank restoration

Organizations Making
Lasting Impact
S o — oo =

Public Space Activation
. First mural installed in Downtown
Festival Park e
. First design wrapped utility boxes : _ N\ | =
EventIProgramming in Downtown Festival Park ; | ”
. TGIF Concert Series . Juneteenth Celebration
. Rollerskating . Salute to Ve.tergns 5k
« |nternational Fest . Grand llluirj_urrj_a"g@_n/_,/

’

Vo.lunteer efforts strengthen
neighborhoods and provide
Opportunities for local families

Eizzvn‘.cown is evolving, blending
pubﬁrlc charm with fresh energy. Vivid = . ‘ & \ R 3 -
¢ art adds color and lOerson.alityI e S5 et N - : \ ey |\

DOWNTOWN
Suffolk’s Arts & Cultural District
Habitat for Humanity and other

— e S S St while festival
y S, Cco Q
Transforming Downtown Suffolk draw visit ncerts, and exhibits
[ i | ini ors and locals alik i lping build safer,
through vibrant art, creative dining and independent b = Diverse partners are he pl.nig
e);prlzscion’ i e SOrl:.inUe to grow, creatingu:'c;s[iezl " = g stronger communities.
of p 2 ( 3 estination with & able \ : . - : ke
: so ‘ . _ 4 : .
watchDowntownSuffolk.com , discover each visit mething new to - 2 e - S ; . - ¢ 'rl':f(i;stp;r:?e[[(shlps
: ' - : uffolk’s
ongoing commitment

o s to improvement the
: quality of life for all.
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ECONOMIC

ACTIVITY
REPORT

CITY OF SUFFOLK .
Economic Development . -
PO Box 1858 Ne—
Suffolk, Virginia 23439

757-514-4040

www.YesSuffolk.com



